
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission

Update on Columbia River Harvest 
Reform Transition Update



Conservation – Selective Fisheries

• 13 ESA-listed salmonid stocks pass through 
the lower the Lower Columbia River
– Selective harvest/off-channel harvests

• Hatchery reform/litigation 
– Hatchery Genetic Mgmt Plans (HGMPs)
– Mitchell Act Litigation – threatens 55 hatcheries 

and 1/3 of CR hatchery production 
• Concerns about bycatch

– Steelhead, sturgeon, etc.



Optimizing Economics
• 2014 & 2015 

– >$28 
million in 
economic 
value –
lower river 
only. 
($63.91/angl
er trip) –
WDFW 
mult).



Optimizing Economics 

* Commercial multiplier *2.24 (WDFW) = $37.12   



Optimizing Economics



Optimizing Economics/Conservation



ODFW Revenue - Funding 
Management and Conservation

Columbia River Sport
• 174,300 anglers purchased 

CRE in 2015 ($9.75 annual / 
$1 daily) = $1,250,000*

• License/tag revenue from 
174,300 anglers ($55 avg
revenue)  = $9,500,000*

• Dingell Johnson Federal 
Excise Tax (est.) =  
$2,500,000  

$13,250,000
*Source:  ODFW

Columbia River Commercial
• Commercial fish fund fee 

revenue = $94,474*
• R&E surcharge ($.05/lb) on 

salmon landings = $63,100*
• Gillnet salmon permit fee 

$32,592*
• Comm fishing boat license 

revenue = $33,500*
$223,676

*Source: Fiscal Impact 
Statement, M81, (2007-2011) 



Social Equity



Social Equity



Social Equity



SB 830/CR Reforms - a win-win
during one of Oregon’s greatest 

recessions
• Job growth was essential to Oregon’s fiscal health
• Sportfishing was finally gaining traction as an industry
• The potential for growth was great, especially given 

our hard fought judicial wins for a flow and spill 
regime that dramatically improved survival of 
Columbia River salmon

• A better utilization of Snake River impacts due to 
lower mortality rates of sport-caught salmon



Governor Kitzhaber didn’t want to 
cause harm to the commercial fleet 

and neither do we

• The plan is EXCEEDING its objectives:
– 2014: Ex-vessel values EXCEEDED modeled values 

by 75% (mainstem and SAFE)
– 2014: SAFE area coho landings were 150% higher 

than the previous high in 2003
– Despite a poor coho showing, 2015 data suggests 

ex-vessel values will AGAIN surpass modeled 
expectations



Working for the sport fleet too

• Despite crushing losses of the consumptive 
sturgeon season and the Youngs Bay Bubble
– 60% increase in Buoy 10 trips in 2015, resulting in 

a $6.9 million benefit to Astoria area businesses,
– An expansion of summer Chinook effort where 

historically, there was no effort. Catch and release 
sturgeon trips, coupled up with a few hours of 
salmon effort, left our customers excited to do it 
again this year. Incredible catch rates!



Spring Chinook trips up too
• Over 151,000 angler trips in 2015 

– a 40% increase over 2013 and 
an estimated overall economic 
value of $9.7 million.

• It appears effort is up in 2016 so 
far, spring Chinook catch in 
February of 2016 was as good as 
it was in 2003. People are fishing 
because they believe they have a 
chance at a spring Chinook, 
largely due to the lack of directed 
gillnet fisheries on the mainstem
Columbia.



Selective Gear Testing (2009-2011)
• (2011):  Purse Seine –

17,334 total catch/23 
mortalities; Beach 
Seine – 12,054 total 
catch/6 mortalities.  
Grand total – 29,388 
total catch / 29 
moralities – Observed 
Mortality Rate of 1/10th

of 1% Steelhead –
2,892 handled/1 
mortality. 

• (2014): US v. OR Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) adopts nonsensical 
release mortality rates for purse 
seines: Chinook:  22.5%; Coho: 
28.9%; Steelhead: 3.3% 



Fall Gillnet Fishery
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